FUNDING FOR EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS DRILLS

QUESTION:
What is the purpose of the Emergency Preparedness Drills?

ANSWER:
The drills, which are being funded by FTA, are one component of the 

agency’s aggressive post 9/11 security initiative designed to assist transit 

agencies in improving the security of their systems.

MAJOR POINTS:

1. Through funds available under the 2001 Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act, the FTA is awarding grants to the top 100 transit systems, ranked by annual passenger trip in the U.S., for organizing and conducting full-scale Emergency Preparedness Drills.  (See Appendix A)

2. Grants will be awarded in amounts up to $50,000, per transit agency, with the amount awarded based on the number and complexity of the drills.  For agencies conducting multiple exercises, at least one exercise must address a terrorist incident.

3. Submissions of collaborative applications from several transit agencies in an urbanized area are encouraged, and the collaborative application will permit the pooling of funds available to each transit agency.

4. Eligible expenses include materials, supplies, and certain labor (i.e. emergency responder expenses and transit personnel overtime) necessary to carry out the drill(s), but not capital expenditures.

5. There is no local funding match required by transit agencies.
6. Grant requirements have been streamlined and applications are to be submitted to FTA via TEAM-Web.  Applicants should identify the application in TEAM as "Emergency Drills".  When the application is complete, the FTA Region will assign a project number using "40" as the section.  
7. Proposals must be submitted within 90 days of the award notice, and the funds will be available for draw down up to 18 months after grant award date.   A maximum of 18 months may be utilized for the planning and execution of complex drills due to the intense planning that is necessary for such an effort.

8. An After-Action Report is a required condition of the grant.  It is not to be entered into TEAM, but should be completed within 45 days after the drill(s) and available on site at the transit agency for FTA review.

